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to attempt the task ; a reluctance which a near
prospect of the position had poignantly revealed
to me. A great task ought to be taken up with
a certain buoyancy and eagerness of spirit, not
in heaviness and sadness. A certain tremor of
nerves, a stage fright, is natural to all sensitive
performers. But this is merely a kind of ante-
room through which one must needs pass to a
part which one desires to play ; but if one does
not sincerely desire to play the part, it is clear
that to attempt it merely from a sense of duty is
an ill omen for success. And so 1 felt sincerely
and humbly that I ought not to feel compelled
to attempt it. The conviction came in a flash
like a divine intuition, and was followed by a
peace of mind which showed me that I was
acting rightly. I seemed too to perceive that
the best work in the world was not the work
of administration and organisation, but humble
and individual ministries performed in a corner
without tangible rewards. For such work I was
both equipped and prepared, and I turned back
to the fallentis semita mtce} which is the true path
for the sincere spirit, aware that I had been
truly and tenderly saved from committing a grave
mistake,